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Letters From Readers 





We, as a family, do value very highly 
the issues of THE Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs. 
We have two teen-agers who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and it is beneficial to 
them. I couldn’t get along without it 
for the help Dr. Woodbridge gives with 
the Sunday school lesson. And each 
issue has articles that are helpful in 
Christian living. May the Lord con- 
tinue to "make each one of you a bless- 
ing—Mrs. Ewing E. Moser, Pittsburgh. 





I felt it fitting I write you at this 
time, and trust my letter brings you the 
encouragement I mean it to do. My 
‘dear father passed: away August 3lst. 
He was past eighty, but very alert. He 
was converted by a young man in 
Northern Ireland. 

My mother died just after we came to 
Canada, when I was a young girl. My 
father is the last link I have in our fam- 
ily to talk with about our old home in 
Northern Ireland, a home that is a joy 
to think about, where God was honored, 
and where I was taught early to love 
and serve Him. Praise His holy name! 
Dad and I could sit for hours and talk 
about it. He knew great stories from 
the 1859 Revival, told to him in his early 
years. Last Thursday morning, Dr. 
Howard, my heart was sore for the loss 
of my Dad, it was the day of the fu- 
neral. I heard the postman put in the 
mail and when I picked up my SunpDay 
ScHooL Times (Sept. 5) and saw the 
article, “The Believer Between Death 
and Resurrection,” oh, what comfort it 
gave me! Truly, I’m one person who 
needs to let it be known what a grand 
paper THE SunpAy ScHoo.t Times is! So 
often in my time of need it has brought 
me comfort from God. I trust in His 
good pleasure He will permit me to 
serve the Trues better. One of my 
friends poked a little fun at me re- 
cently, when she said, “You amuse me 
the way you try to bring THE SuNpDay 
ScHooL Times into your conversation, 
especially when you're talking to min- 
isters and church workers.” There’s an- 
other article, too, in September 5th 
copy, “Set Thine House in Order.” I 
can read it to my brothers and sisters 
and the few shut-ins I visit, as God 
gives me opportunity. 

My father encouraged me early to 
memorize Scripture, and one of my 
éarliest memories is of the late Dr. West 
of Antrim, North Ireland, lifting me on 
his knee to say the 23rd Psalm for him. 
I was three, and when I was seven, I 
had learned the 119th Psalm among 
others. How humbly thankful one feels 
as these lovely memories come! 

With them comes a greater desire for 
a closer walk with the Lord. Oh, His 
blessed loving-kindness, and the blest 
assurance that we will meet our loved 
ones in Christ again! 

I continue to remember your dear 
daughter and those associated with her, 
also the Times and those connected 
with it. I count it-a privilege so to do, 


and may God make the Tmuves more 
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powerful for His .cawse and kingdom as 
the days go% It surely has been of 
great b to me—Sara R. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. » ; 





EpiTor’s Note: The Trmes frequently 
publishes children’s stories by Mrs. 
Shields and also contributions from her 
to “The Illustration Round Table.” 
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Children at Home 


|. A Nine-Year-Old Witness 


A true story 
By Alice L. Dyer 


66 OW can a girl who is only nine 

do anything for Jesus?” Melva 
wailed, as she tossed her books on the 
living room table. “I’m just too young, 
and all the girls tease me when I say 
I’m a Christian.” : 

“Are you sure you're too young?” 
Auntie Sue asked, as she looked up 
from the roll of bandages she was care- 
fully preparing to take back to Africa. 
“Would you like to hear about a little 
African girl I knew? She was just 
your age when she found out there was 
real work she could do for the Lord.” 

“Oh, yes, Aunt Sue! But just wait 
till I call Dottie and Joe. They’ll want 
to hear the story, too,” Melva suggested, 
picking up the telephone. She knew 
how much her playmates enjoyed the 
interesting stories her missionary aunt 
told. 

Soon three eager nine-year-olds were 
squatted on the rug around Aunt Sue 
as she worked steadily on her band- 
ages. How many they needed in her 
clinic on the mission “field! Melva’s 
Uncle Dan was the doctor there. 

“What was that little girl’s name, 
Auntie—the girl who was just our age?” 
Melva coaxed.. She was impatient to 
hear the story. 

“Her name was Shabu, and her 
father’s tribe were pagans. In fact 
they were cannibals,” Auntie began. 

“Cannibals! Oh-h!” all three chorused 
in alarm. 

“When Shabu was just five years old, 
when I first went to work near her 
father’s kraal, this tribe had not been 
reached by the Gospel and were only 
beginning to feel the effects of civili- 
zation. I was the first white woman 
they had ever seen,” Auntie Sue ex- 
plained. 

“Shabu began coming to our bhil- 
dren’s meetings and I could see she 
was soon interested. I prayed as I 
taught them the Gospel choruses you 
all know so well. We had to go very 
slowly at first, for they had never 
learned a tune before.” 

“Did you teach them 
Me’?” Dottie interrupted. 

“Yes, that is a favorite everywhere. 
Children around the world love that 
song. We also taught them to sing 


‘Jesus Loves 
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‘John 3:16.’ They liked that very much, 
too. You all know how we sing it to 
the tune of ‘Silent Night,’ don’t you?” 
“Oh, yes, we know,” Joe agreed. 
“You repeat the words ‘John 3:16’ at 
the start, where the words ‘Silent Night’ 
are repeated. Then the rest of the 
verse just works in right, and all of it 
is sung when the tune is done.” Joe 
loved to sing and made sure the others 
fitted the words in just right. 
sang it softly together: 
John 3:16 
John 3:16— 
God so loved the world, that He 
Gave His only begotten Son, 
That whosoever believeth in Him 
Should not perish, but have 
Everlasting life 
“When we first went to Africa,” 
Auntie continued, “Shabu was quite 
small for children’s meetings and we 
thought she was about five years old. 
But she always turned up at our meet- 
ings and soon learned some of the Gos- 
pel choruses and Bible verses as well. 
“It wasn’t long until we heard that 


(Continued on page 839) 
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Lesson for November 15 in this issue 
Lesson 7.—“Faithful Unto Death.” 
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“Darkness to Light” 
By Mildred Christian 


66 E WHOM we loved is dead,” 
His people cried, 
Then bowed their heads 
And in the darkness, sighed. 


“He whom we love is risen,” 
His followers said, 

And looking up 
Into the dawning, smiled. 


“He whom we love will come,” 
His servants cry, 

And set their eyes 
To see that Great Light shine. 


we. 


Severe Testings Everywhere 


Apparently Christian workers 
everywhere these days are being tested 
and tried in unusual ways. Frequent 
evidence of this comes in conversation, 
correspondence, bulletin letters, and ar- 
ticles. Two recent examples, at this 
writing, are at hand: “How saddening 
is the obvious and serious declension of 
Spiritual life [and thé] fear of God all 
around us. One begins to sense some- 
thing of what Habakkuk felt,” writes 
the Rev. J. M. Murray, teacher at Prai- 
rie Bible. Institute, who has been travel- 
ing extensively this past summer in 
Bible conference work. A bulletin let- 
ter from Mr. Berlyn Stokely, director 
of the Navajo Gospel Mission, begins 
thus: “If ever the fury of the Adversary 
were being turned upon. Christians in 
the homeland it is today, and we find 
the Church, which should be militant, 
impotent to fight an aggressive warfare 
and triumph over him. There has been 
too little time spent in the ‘closet wait- 
ing upon God for spiritual power.” We 
are all probably more affected than we 
Tealize or like to admit by such things 









“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 






as the Berlin crisis, the colossal steel 
strike, juvenile delinquency (“devilish- 
ness” would be a better word), Com- 


munist aggression in Laos; and Time 
Magazine reports that there is a plague 
of crabgrass in this country now, which 
is giving some people a feeling of frus- 
tration and defeat. Then there are all 
sorts of personal troubles, such as 
pain, operations, lingering illness, sick- 
fess hard to _ diagnose, accidents, 
financial shortage, apparent indifference 
and slowness of repairmen, and a va- 
riety of other things. There is some 
comfort in knowing that we are not 
alone in our troubles, and even the in- 
spired Apostle Peter took account of 
this: “Beloved, think it not strange 


ve 


concerning the fiery trial which is to 
try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you .. . knowing that 
the same afflictions are accomplished 
in your brethren that are in the world” 
(1 Pet. 4:12; 5:9). But if our trials are 
increasing in variety and intensity—as 
they seem to be—then surely they are 
a challenge to more corporate, united, 
and persistent prayer, besides our in- 
dividual prayer. It may be that if His 
people would unitedly and earnestly call 
upon Him, God would hold back some 
of the natural phenomena that have 
worked hardship, such as droughts in 
some places and downpours in others, 
flood, earthquakes, and tornadoes. What 
we really need is official, national re- 
pentance and humiliation; but this will 
not come about unless those who know 
God get right with Him in every way, 
then pray and work for special meetings 
and days for prayer. Many feel that 
the coming of the Lord is near, but it_ 
will not do for us to relax our vigilance 
and efforts and sit back and wait for 
Him. We should be “occupying” in 
every sense of the word until He comes. 


ve 


God Has the Answer 


By Gordon Chilvers 


YOUNG man rushed into the 
A room. He sat bolt upright on the 

chair, terrified. Beads of per- 
spiration stood out on his upper lip and 
forehead. His hands were clenched so 
tightly that his knuckles were white. 
“What can you do about fear?” he 
blurted out. 

“What makes you afraid?” 
asked. 

“That’s the trouble,” he replied. “I 
can’t name any particular cause. There 
is just a black cloud of fear all the time. 
The more I try to break clear, the 
worse it seems to get. My nerves are 
at the breaking point.” 

Fear—that is the problem. 

We often wonder what sort of news 
we shall read:in the papers when we 
awake tomorrow morning. It seldom 
seems to cheer our hearts. Yet this is 
no surprise. Our Lord spoke of it two 
thousand years ago. He _ prophesied 
“men’s hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth” (Luke 21:26). 

We do not doubt the sad consequences 
of a dominating fear. Some are like 
Bunyan’s Mr. Fearful. They do not fail 
to reach the heavenly country, but 
they have a poor time of it getting 
there. Others have had serious fore- 
bodings of the future. 


he was 


They saw noth- 


ing but disgrace and misery ahead. 
They could not face life, so it was sui- 
cide. 

Again, fear has led men into sin. 
The Old Testament tells us of Saul’s 
refusal to wait for Samuel to come and 
offer the sacrifice. When he was re- 
buked he explained that he feared the 
people. When later he _ failed to 
slaughter the Amalekites he gave the 
same sort of excuse. Peter, the leader 
of the apostles, stood among Christ’s 
enemies as He faced trial. When he 
was recognized and challenged; he de- 
nied all connection with the Lord. Fear, 
because of a servant girl or two, led 
him to deny Christ with oaths and 
cursings. 

When we analyze. this emotion we 
find that there are persons and events 
that we fear. We wonder what some- 
one, or some people, will do to us or 
say of us. They are in authority... We 
know by bitter experience that they 
are unscrupulous and will stop at noth- 
ing. We do not quite know what they 
are doing or planning. We fear that 
they will use their power and influence 
to harm us in some way. 

Events, varying according to our age 
and circumstances, bring fear. It is 
one of the earliest emotions that shows 
itself in a child. The nervous child 
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Comfort for Dark Days 








“The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth: but the word of our God 
shall stand for ever” (Isa. 40:8). 

















says: “I am afraid to go to bed in the 
dark. I want the light kept on.” The 
darkness has those shadows that seem 
to be so weird and startling. Fear! 

As we get older darkness usually 
loses its terror. Often fear will then 
rear its head with the word “money” 
written on it. The businessman finds 
that his trade is going down. On the 
other hand, his expenses are going up. 
His competitors are getting stronger. 
Will he be able to keep in business or 
will he go bankrupt? It is an awful 
fear. As we get older we are not quite 
sure how long we shall be able to work. 
The cost of living has risen more than 
our income. Some have retired and 
find that their small savings are gradu- 
ally dwindling. What will happen 
when they are gone? There is fear. 

Tliness, too,.can hold the same ter- 
rors. We are not quite sure what is 
happening to us as we get older. We 
have all sorts of aches and pains. We 
read of dreadful diseases, and we have 
all the symptoms. We hope it will not 
be an operation, but we fear. 

Sometimes one whom we love is 
taken ill, and we wonder if he will re- 
cover. He goes into the hospital; the 
surgeon is cailed in to help. The mo- 
ments pass. Soon we shaH know if the 
‘operation is successful. Has he re- 
covered consciousness? We sit in the 
room waiting for someone to come in 
and tell us the news, or we wait for the 
moment when we nervously call on 
the telephone to find out the result. 
Fear. 

Without doubt there is fear of death. 
We have never met anyone who has 
escaped this for very long, and it seems 
that our turn will come one day. There 
is no surprise in this. Hebrews 2:15 
tells us that men “through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bond- 
age.” The Bible never speaks of death 
as a friend, but rather as the last enemy 
to be destroyed (1 Cor. 15:26). 

As we think of the answer to our 
problem, we recognize first that fear is 
a God-given instinct. It is a primary 
and natural emotion. It is fear ‘that 
prevents us from taking the risks that 
might bring us under buses or into the 
fire. Fear, then, is no more harmful 
in itself than fire. But both-must be 
kept in check. 

Fear is a force to be reckoned with. 
But what can we do to bring it into 
subjection? We know that God does 
not expect the Christian life to be one 
of fear. Paul says, “God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 
4:7). 

Yet ignoring fear is of no use. We 
can shut our eyes to it, but they might 
open at the wrong moment. If we only 
steel our hearts against it, we have but 
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a hardéned «h completely out of 
vn @ who suffer. 

Th » answer. We must find 
someone or something that is greater 
than the person or thing we fear. Our 
Lord gives us the antidote—fear God, 
and then there will be no one else we 
need fear. “Fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the 
soul: but rather fear him which is able 
to destroy both soul and body in hell” 
(Matt. 10: 28). ; ’ 

We shall now look at the answers to 
fear in the same order that we looked 
at the emotion. First, the fear of man. 
Solomon said, “The fear of man bring- 
eth a snare: but whoso putteth his 
trust in the Lord shall be safe” (Prov. 
29:25). With the writer to the Hebrews 
“we may boldly say, The Lord is my 
helper, and I will not fear what man 
shall do unto me” (Heb. 13:6). It was 
said of John Knox that he feared the 
face of no man because he feared God 
so much. Chrysostom once sent this 
message to Queen Eudoxia: “Go tell 
her that I fear nothing but sin.” 

For the circumstances of life there is 
an answer in the Lord. For fear of the 
darkness and night we listen to the 


(Continued on page 831) 
w 


Notes on Open Letters 


If Eyes and Hands Offend 


I need some help on a passage of 
Scripture and shall be glad for a note 
in your Open Letters column or ad- 
vice as to where I can find something 
on this very difficult passage: Mat- 
thew 5:29, 30. 

A teacher of our Bible class in- 
sists that we cannot take everything 
in the Bible literally and although 
this passage has not yet been dis- 
cussed, I feel that I should have some 
light.- I have my own ideas which 
fairly well satisfy me, but shall be 
glad to have your good word.—A 
Ontario reader. , 


The texts in question read as follows: 
“And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck 
it out, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy mem- 
bers should perish, and not that thy 
whole body should be cast into hell. 
And if thy right hand offend thee, cut 
it off, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that 
thy whole body should be cast into 
hell.” 

There is no doubt that figurative 
language is sometimes used in the Bible 
to express truth. The context and com- 
mon sense will usually help us to de- 
cide what is’ figurative and what must 
be taken literally. For example, when 
Christ said, “I am the door of the sheep” 
(John 10:7), no sensible person sup- 
poses that He meant He was a literal 
wooden gate; nor did He mean that 
He was a literal grapevine when He 
said, “I am the .vine, ye are the 
branches” (John 15:5). When He re- 
ferred to Herod as “that fox” (Luke 13: 


Qctober 31 : 19. ) <i 


32), any thoughtful person knows that 


' He could not have meant that Herod 


was a four-legged animal. 

So in the case of the texts quoted 
above, only the most extreme fanatics 
have taken them literally and actually 
cut off hands and plucked out eyes, 
Here the Lord used very strong lan- 
guage to impress his hearers deeply with 
a spiritual truth: that sin is worse than 
physical infirmity and that we ought to 


be willing to do anything to keep away ~ 


from it. He has just been speaking of 
lusts, and the eyes and hands are in- 
struments that must be carefully 
guarded against temptation. 

The strong expressions in Matthew 
5:29, 30 are like the language used by 
the Lord at another time when He 
said, “If any mam come to me, and hate 
not his father, and mother, and wife, 
and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot 
be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). No one 
who knows the Scriptures would sup- 
pose that the Lord Jesus could mean 
that we are literally to hate any of our 
relatives. He was here teaching the 
truth that, for disciples, He must come 
before all’ others. Paul expressed the 
same thought, “That in all things he 
might have the preeminence” (Col. 1: 
18). 

On the two verses in Matthew, Mat- 
thew Henry comments: 

“It is a severe operation that is here 
prescribed for the preventing of these 
fleshly lusts. If thy right eye offend 
thee, or cause thee to offend, by wanton 
glances, or wanton gazings, upon for- 
bidden objects; if thy right -hand of- 


‘fend thee, or cause thee to offend, by 


wanton dalliances; and if it were in- 
deed impossible, as is pretended, to 
govern the eye and the hand, and they 
have been so accustomed to these 
wicked practices, that they will not be 
withheld from them; if there were no 
other way to restrain them (which, 
blessed be God, through his grace, there 
is), it were better for us to pluck out 
the eye, and cut off the hand, though 
the right eye, and right hand, the more 
honourable and useful, than to indulge 
them in sin to the ruin of the soul. 
And if this must be submitted to, at 
the thought of which nature startles, 
much more must we resolve to keep 
under the body, and to bring it into 
subjection; to live a life of mortification 
and self-denial; to keep a constant 
watch over our own hearts, and to sup- 
press the first rising of lust and cor- 
ruption there; to avoid the occasions 
of sin, to resist the beginnings of it, 
and to decline the company of those 
who will be a snare to us, though ever 
so pleasing; to keep out of harm’s way, 
and abridge ourselves in the use of 
lawful things, when we find them temp- 
tations to us; and to seek unto God for 
his grace, and depend upon that grace 
daily, and so to walk in the Spirit, as 
that we may not fulfil the lusts of the 
flesh; and this will be as effectual as 
cutting off a right hand or pulling out 
a right eye; and, perhaps as much 


against the gtain to flesh and blood; 
it is the destruction of the old man.” 








Lesso 








‘Oo 
eis) 


that 
Terod 


loted 
Latics 
ually 
eyes, 

lan- 
with 


it to 


way - 


g of 
in- 


hew 
by 


late 
rife, 


not 
one 
up- 
pan 
our 
the 
me 
the 
he 


at- 


re 
se 
nd 
on 
r- 
f- 


ce © © 


1. a = ae 











Lesson for Noveitber 15 


Where 


¥ 


THE SUNDAY SCH@OL TIMES 


Bible Study Is 


Dr. Vernon McGee’s big Bible class in Los Angeles 


ever had was when I attended 
the Thursday - Night Bible 
Class of the Church of the Open Door.” 

It was thus that a visitor to Los 
Angeles expressed herself in a letter 
to Dr. J. Vernon McGee, after return- 
ing to her home in the Midwest. Dr. 
McGee is pastor of the Church of the 
Open Door and teacher of the Thurs- 
day Night Bible Class. 

One can understand a person’s being 
thrilled by a ninth inning home run 
with bases loaded, or by seeing a per- 
son jump from the tenth floor of a 
burning building into a safety net.- But 
to be thrilled by a Bible class! Well, 
why not? 

There are several reasons why many 
are thrilled and blessed when ‘they at- 
tend this great class. Not the least of 
these is finding oneself among some 
sixteen to eighteen hundred persons 
who come together every Thursday 
night, rain or shine, because they wish 
to “go on” and know more about the 
Word of God (Heb. 6:1). 


66 O'= of the greatest thrills I have 


A Quick and Steady Growth 


The class was organized at the time 
Dr. McGee became pastor of the Church 
of the Open Door in 1949. The first 
meetings were held in one of the class- 
rooms but almost immediately it be- 
came necessary to move to the main 
auditorium. Thursday night was chosen 
as least likely to conflict with midweek 
meetings of other churches. 

On his high noon radio broadcast 
Dr. McGee never fails to announce the 
class and remind his audience that “the 
freeways make the Church of the Open 
Door your community church where 
there is an abundance of free parking. 
Come and fellowship with us around 
the Word of God.” Many come from 
points thirty to forty miles away and 
not a few from even greater distances. 

Nine separate prayer groups assemble 
at seven o’clock in various rooms to 
pray for missionaries on the field, spe- 
cial requests, salvation of souls and for 
the blessing of the Lord upon Dr. Mc- 
Gee as he teaches. At seven-thirty the 
song service begins under the direction 
of Mr. Henry’ Howell and with Gordon 
Hooker at the piano. Dr. Hooker, who 
is an Australian veteran of Gallipoli, 
has been the official pianist of the 
Church of the Open Door ever since 
his days as a student under Dr. R. A. 
Torrey. It is interesting to note that 
Dr. Torrey, who was the first pastor 
of the Church, consented to leave 
Moody Bible Institute on-condition that 
an auditorium be provided with a seat- 
ing capacity of three thousand and in a 
downtown location. The result was a 
building seating nearly four thousand, 
having two balconies and located at 
the corner of Sixth and Hope Streets 
in the heart of downtown Los Angeles. 


\ 


Mr. Whitwell is associated with Dr. 
Charles E. Fuller in the work of the 
Old Fashioned. Revival Hour and 
helps him answer some of the volu- 
minous correspondence. He was a 
close friend for many years of Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, former editor , 
of the Times, and several of his 
articles have previously appeared in 
these columns. 








While Mr. Howell is conducting the 
song service, Dr. McGee is busy putting 
the lesson outline on a six-by-eleven- 
foot blackboard. As soon as he has 
finished, he looks over the questions 
that have been accumulating. At the 
conclusion of the twenty-minute song 
service prayer is offered by: one of the 
assistant pastors or by a visitirfg mis- 
sionary of the church. The offering is 
then received and goes, one hundred 
per cent, for the support or part sup- 
port of the one hundred and eighteen 
missionaries of the church. Mission- 
aries home on furlough are frequently 
asked to give a five-minute message 
telling of their work. Dr. McGee then 
announces that a retiring offering will 
be taken for the missionary as the class 
leaves the church and the response 
shows that the class understands and 
practices what Paul teaches in 2 Co- 
rinthians 9:7. 


Questions on the Previous Lesson 


The answering of questions is a most 
interesting session. The questions must 
relate to the previous lesson, otherwise 
they are passed by unless they are of 
general interest. Questions that have 
to do with such subjects as “Cap- 
ital Punishment,” “Dispensationalism,” 
“Eternal Security,” “The Sabbath,” and 














Dr. J. Vernon McGee 
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Thrilling 


By CUTLER B. WHITWELL 


“Will the Church Go Through the Great 
Tribulation?” have all been given a full 
treatment and have left class members 
in no doubt as to what they should 
believe about these and other impor- 
tant issues. 

The . acknowledgment of visitors, 
which follows the question and answer 
period, is full of interest. There is not 
a state in the Union or a city of any 
appreciable size and very few foreign 
countries that have not been ‘repre- 
sented. A visitor is one who is attend- 
ing the class for the first time, and 
there are seldom less than thirty and 
sometimes as many as fifty. Mission- 
aries are requested to give their names, 
field of service, and mission board. 
Others merely give the town and state 
from. whence they come. This session 
is often enlivened by someone’s naming 
a place of which no one ever heard. 
Dr. McGee responds by saying, “I have 
never heard of that place but I will 
take your word for it.” Humor and 
good will prevail as each visitor is 
handed a booklet by the ushers before 
resuming his or her seat. . 

The .ushers of the Church of the 
Open Door have much to do with the 
warmth of fellowship that prevails. 
None can usher who is not born again. 
All who attend the class are greeted 
with a warm handshake and happy 
smile. At once you are glad to have 
come. The “dish-rag” handshake and 
the “cut-glass” smile are unknown at 
the Church of the Open Door. Dr. Mc- 
Gee and the ushers are waiting in the 
outdoor vestibule to bid all good night 
and one leaves with a feeling that it 
was good to have attended the class. 
A poor usher can spoil a good lesson 
or a good sermon. 

At this writing Dr. McGee is taking 
the class through the Bible in two 
years. He alternates at intervals be- 
tween the Old and the New Testament. 
He speaks with great force and often 
punctuates with tremendous emphasis 
as he moves back and forth between 
blackboard and pulpit. No one sleeps. 
The interest is intense and one is awed 
by the dead silence of attention when 
the teacher suddenly pauses to allow 
some teaching of importance to take 
hold. 


A Gift of Dlustration 

Dr. McGee has the gift of illuminat- 
ing his teaching with word pictures 
as well as the gift of acting out what 
he wishes to illustrate. Who of those 
present can ever forget in the study of 
Proverbs the skillful way in which he 
wove appropriate verses into a story 
illustrating the life of a young man 
from the time he first learned wisdom 
at his mother’s knee and on through 
high school and college years with all 
of the accompanying temptations and 
vicissitudes? Or who cannot recall the 
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vivid illustration of Gideon trying to 
thresh wheat out behind the winepress 
where there was no wind to carry off 
the chaff as it came drifting down and 
‘settled in the ears and hair of Gideon? 

It is this type of vivid teaching under 
the guidance of-the Holy Spirit, coupled 
with the eager desire on the part of the 
class to know more ‘about the Word of 
God, that contributes to the blessing 
one experiences in being a part of this 
great Bible class—said to be the larg- 
est in the United States. 
thrill. comes after the prayer of dis- 
missal when the great audience stands 
to. its feet and begins to move toward 
the exits.. It is then as one looks 
around and up into the first balcony 
that one fully realizes the magnitude 
of the Thursday Night Bible Class. 

Dr. McGee was born in Texas and is 
a graduate of Dallas Theological Sem- 
inary. He was a pupil of Dr. Louis 
Sperry Chafer’s, who many times 
preached from the pulpit Dr. McGee 
now occupies. Dr. McGee is glad to be 
known as a Fundamentalist and sees 
no reason for discarding the term be- 
cause certain Fundamentalists have 
brought the name into’ disrepute 
through violating John 13:35, “By this 
shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to an- 
other.” He refuses to criticize or at- 
tack those servants of the Lord whom 
God is blessing yet who may be saying 
and doing things with which he does 
not altogether agree. Dr. McGee con- 
tinually reminds the class of the im- 
portance of devoutly worshiping the 
Saviour. By that he means spending 
time alone with Him, looking into His 
face with a heart of love and adoration, 
and telling Him that you love Him. 


The final 
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He believes that if we put the em- 
phasis elsewhere we may become cold, 
critical, and self-righteous. 

From time to time Dr, McGee will 
tell the class to turn to page so-and-so 
in their Bibles thus revealing the fact 
that he uses the Scofield Reference 
Bible. It was his introduction to the 
Scofield Reference Bible that first 
taught him that the Word of God is 
dispensational and has a purpose and 
a plan inspired by the Holy Spirit from 
Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21.. (The 
writer had the same experience after 
39 years in a well-known established 
church.) Dr. McGee is far removed 
from hyperdispensationalism. Where 
necessary he clarifies the King James 
Version by supplying his own trans- 
lation based upon the Greek text. 

If the writer were asked to give 
Scripture which might be said to: ac- 
count for the way in which God has 
blessed Dr. McGee’s ministry both as 
a pastor and teacher he would turn to 
the words which form the introduction 
and conclusion of Paul’s First Letter 
to the Corinthian Church. To these 
Scriptures Dr. McGee gives unswerving 
adherence: “God is faithful . . . There- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye stead- 
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9; 15:58). 

The writer is quite certain that if the 
reader ever has the opportunity of at- 
tending the Thursday Night Bible Class 
of the Church of the Open Door he or 
she will understand why the visitor 
from the Midwest wrote Dr. McGee 
and said that attending the class was 
one of the greatest thrills of her life. 


PASADENA, CALIF. 


V. Why Liberals Discredit Creeds 


And their dislike for systematic theology 


NE ,reason why Liberals try so 
hard to discredit creeds and the- 
ology is that they do not wish to 
be tied down to definite ideas. They 
may wish to change their ideas any 
time. They wish to be freethinkers. 
Another reason why Liberals dislike 
theology is that it classifies and labels 
them. The classifications of theology, 
“the queen of the sciences,” are perma- 
nent. This is not true of any other sci- 
ence. Any Christian leader. who denies 
or minimizes the doctrines of the deity 
of Christ and the need of atonement and 
therefore depends on “justification by 
good works” is in the same theological 
class as Mr. Legalist in the day of John 
Bunyan or the Jews in Christ’s day who 
expected to be saved by keeping the 
Law. 
I have lived long enough to know that 
there is usually a “Progress of Doctrine” 


‘in these men, but usually in the wrong 


direction. 


By FREDERICK ERDMAN 


To illustrate the free use of words by 
Liberals, I once heard a minister tell his 
congregation that it was all right to re- 
cite the Apostles’ Creed and not believe 
it. You simply salute the Creed as you 
do the American flag. This use of such 
words and dishonesty explains why it 
has been as difficult to discover just 
what a Liberal believes as to learn 
what a Communist believes when he 
hides behind the Fifth Amendment. 

During my lifetime another great 
change has occurred in the attitude of 
many Protestants in regard to all the 
Bible promises about the return of 
Christ to the earth in glory. 

When your grandfather was pastor of 
the Moody Church in Chicago when I 
was a-boy, very few people were inter- 
ested in the “Blessed Hope,” the glorious 
appearing of Christ. He did not know 
any minister in Chicago who was, until 
later. But today Billy Graham preaches 
this truth to millions of eager listeners. 
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The Liberals, in general, have been 
influenced by the postmillennial heresy, 
The premillennials, who are “looking 
for” and “loving” and trying “to hasten” 
the Lord’s return, were not influenced 
by the flood of German unbelief. They 
knew that the apostasy had to come and 
that the destruction of the authority of 
the Bible would be a necessary step in 
bringing in the apostasy of Christendom, 

Many differences of opinion about the 
Bible are due to different theories of 
inspiration. : 

Those who wish to reject anything in 
the Bible must begin by rejecting any 
thought of verbal inspiration of the 
original manuscripts. It is no wonder 
that we do not have the original text, 
It is a real wonder that we have the 
Bible at all. For three hundred years 
the Roman emperors fed to the lions 
anyone who had a Bible, and the Roman 
Church by other methods was equally 
successful during the Dark Ages. The 
biographies of the early Protestants 
prove that finding the Bible caused them 
to become Protestants. But for cen- 
turies pious Jews risked and sacrificed 
their lives to preserve the Old Testa- 
ment; and Christians have done the same 
for the whole Bible. 

Moses said that,God gave him the Ten 
Commandments engraved on_ stone. 
Each letter was necessary to preserve 
the meaning. You cannot preserve 
ideas without words, and you cannot 
have words without letters. Therefore, 
it is logical to believe in verbal inspira- 
tion of the original writings. The critics 
and Liberals have used every effort to 
discredit this law. They have qualified, 
modified, and even made fun of it. But 
if you do not study the words carefully, 


you may change the meaning of a verse - 


even by emphasizing the wrong word. 
Moreover, Christ believed in every 
“jot” and “tittle” of the Old Testament, 
and Christ told His Heavenly Father, in 
His intercessory prayer (John 17), “I 
have given unto them [His disciples] 
the words which thou gavest me.” Christ 
promised that the Holy Spirit would 
bring to their “remembrance . . . what- 
soever I have said unto you” (John 14: 
26). All the New Testament books are 
simply enlargements of Christ’s words; 
therefore commit to memory all the 
Scripture you can. Sometimes, “when 
the arena swims around you,” one Bible 
verse promise will be worth more to 
you than all the literature of the, world. 
Those who have given up the need of 
words to express ideas resort to some 
emotional theory of inspiration. 


INSPIRATION 

“Whatever appeals to you is inspired.” 
This sentimental theory is a very feeble 
substitute for an idea, because you may 
have a stomachache some day or you 
might have years of mental depression 
and nothing will appeal to you. 

Unless you believe that the Bible is a 
supernatural revelation, if your blood 
pressure drops, you may lose your in- 
terest in religion entirely. 

Remember that the critics contradict 
Christ. As mentioned above, notice how 
carefully Christ contradicts what the 
critics say about the Pentateuch. 
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“Lesson for November 15 


Christ said Moses wrote the Books of 
Moses. “There is one that accuseth you, 
even Moses ... For had ye believed 
Moses, ye would have believed me: for 
he wrote of me. But if ye believe not 
his writings, how shall ye believe my 
words?” (John 5:45-47.) 


Christ, by quoting from the Book of 
Deuteronomy, silenced Satan three 
times because it was God’s final answer. 


Christ placed the authority, the unity, 
the prophetic certainty of the Old Testa- 
ment above His very life. When He 
allowed Himself to be seized by His 
enemies, He said to His disciple who 
began to use a sword, “Thinkest thou 
that I cannot now pray to my Father, 
and he shall presently give me more 
than twelve legions of angels? But how 
then shall the scriptures be fulfilled; 
that thus it must be?” (Matt. 26:53, 54.) 
To His captors He said, “I was daily 
with you in the temple teaching, and ye 
took me not: but the scriptures must be 
fulfilled” (Mark 14:49). Christ also 
said, “The scripture cannot be broken” 
(John 10:35). Even of His predestined 
choice of Judas, Christ said, “I speak 
not of you all: I know whom I have 
chosen: but that the scripture may be 
fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me 
hath lifted up his heel against me” 
(John 13:18). 

Modernism, Liberalism, and  neo- 
orthodoxy are the result of accepting 
the conclusions of German Higher 
Critics in regard to the Bible. 

Having abandoned all thought of ver- 
bal inspiration, they all are trying to 
prove that anyone can be a Christian 
even with little or no Bible. 


Hebrews 1:1-3 is the most compre- 
hensive and magnificent statement of 
God’s revelation to man of Himself and 
of His revelation of His plan of salva- 
tion. This really means that God spoke 
all of the Old Testament through the 
prophets, and Christ spoke all of the 
New Testament through the Holy Spirit. 


The King James Version of the Bible 
contains obsolete words. So _ does 
Shakespeare. Some advocates of the 
R.S.V. have said that there were fifty 
thousand mistakes in the King James 
Bible. However, it is obvious that fifty 
thousand corrections were not made in 
the R.S.V. and many of these corrections 
had been made fifty years before in the 
American Revision. 

Copyists’ errors prove nothing against 
the Bible. It is a miracle that we have 
the Bible. One of the leading Liberals 
of England, when the tidal wave of 
Higher Criticism swept over England, 
said we have ninety-nine per cent of the 
original words. We have many trans- 
lations of the Bible. Hort, who with 
Westcott, did so much to establish the 
Greek text of the New Testament, said, 
“Not one one-thousandth of the Bible is 
involved in any of these questions of 
textual criticism.” 

All translations are interesting, even 
valuable, but translation is interpreta- 
tion. Any Christian should not accept 
translations by Unitarians as final. Re- 
cently the Unitarian Church has de- 
cided to change the name of its official 


7 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


paper Christian Register to Unitarian 
Register. 

Peter wrote that the prophets had to 
study their own messages to know what 
God said when the Holy Ghost spoke 
through them. 

Since the critics and Liberals do not 
atcept what “the Bible says,” must we 
conclude that our ideas about the “un- 
seen world” depend on what the critics 
say? Any child can read what “the 
Bible says,” but does the character of 
God and the existence of Heaven or of 
hell depend on what the Liberals be- 
lieve or on their approval? : 

When critics change their minds, what 
becomes of all the facts in the other 
world? Will they change? Critics usu- 
ally acquire less and less confidence in 
the Bible and more and more in them- 
selves. Did they create the world? 

All of which explains why so many 
people have rejoiced to hear Billy Gra- 
ham say, “The Bible says.” All people 
are not satisfied with what last week’s 
newspaper says about the unseen world. 

However, if you receive a cablegram 
from a friend in a far country and it 
contains a misspelled word or a wrong 
word which changes its meaning, you do 
not say, as critics of the Bible say, “I do 
not believe in verbal inspiration because 
you can see there are mistakes in the 
Bible.” You try to discover what mis- 
take was made in the telegraph office. 
You do not say the author of the tele- 
gram is illiterate or that it was written 
by someone else with the same name. 

The Apostle Peter wrote, “This second 
epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; 
in both which I stir up your pure minds 
by way of remembrance: that ye may 


(Continued on page 839) 








God Has the Answer 
(Continued from page 828) 


words of Solomon: “When thou liest 
down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, 
thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep 
shall be sweet. Be not afraid of sudden 
fear...” (Prov. 3:24, 25). We can rest 
in the Lord, and the shadows will hold 
no terrors for us. The night will bring 
no fears. 

The fear of financial embarrassment 
is answered in the words of Paul. Writ- 
ing to the Philippians he says, “My 
God shall supply all your need accord- 
ing to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). This promise will 
see us through as it has seen thousands 
of Christians through whose outlook 
has been blacker than ours. We can 
rejoice in a God who never breaks a 
promise. 

Third, the fear that illness brings. 
“Blessed is the man that feareth the 
Lord,” says the Psalmist. “He shall not 
be afraid of evil tidings” (Psa. 112:1, 7). 
We know that our life is in the hands 
of God. Bad news comes sometimes, 
but our trust is in the Lord who has 
every circumstance in His control. 

A woman had a great fear of having 
cancer as her mother had. Her fear 
dominated her life, and as a result she 
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had severe stomach pains. A Christian 
doctor, after examination, said she had. 
nothing organically wrong and that her 
fears were self-engineered. He-advised 
her to surrender the whole matter to 
God. She did so. She mastered her 
fear and became mentally and _ spirit- 
ually healthy. 

Then there is the fear of death. Christ 
came to deliver us from this fear. If 
death comes then we shall be able to 
say, “Though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for thou art with me” (Psa. 23:4). 
Death has lost its sting. To Martha and 
Mary, when their brother died, our Lord 
said, “I am the resurrection, and the 
life” (John 11:25). ‘ 

Wesley found among the passengers 
on board ship a little group of Moravian 
exiles, who, by the simplicity and se- 
riousness of their piety, strangely in- 


‘terested him. A storm broke over the 


ship one evening just as these simple- 
minded Germans had begun a religious 
service. Wesley describes what fol- 
lowed: “In the midst of the Psalm 
wherewith their service began, the sea 
broke over, split the mainsail in pieces, 
covered the ship, and poured in be- 
tween the decks as if a great deep had 
already swallowed us up. A terrible 
screaming began among the English. 
The Germans calmly sang on. I asked 
one of them afterward, ‘Were you not 
afraid?’ He answered, ‘I thank God, no.’ 
I asked, ‘But were not your women 
and children afraid?’ He replied 
mildly, ‘No. Our women and children 
are not afraid to die.’” 

Finally we see that the answer to fear 
is God. God is greater than our fear. 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble. Therefore will 
not we fear, though the earth be re- 
moved, and though the mountains be 
carried into the midst of the sea” (Psa. 
46:1, 2). Whatever the fear, the Chris- 
tian is safe and no fear need disturb 
him. Our Lord gives this injunction: 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 
14:27). The reason is, “Ye believe in 
God, believe also in me” (John 14:1). 
The stronger our trust in God, the less 
we shall fear any one or any thing. 

Martin Luther saw a little bird among 
the leaves of a tree one evening. He 
reflected: “This little fellow has chosen 
his shelter for the night, and is quietly 
rocking himself to sleep, without a care 
for tomorrow’s lodging, calmly holding 
by his little twig, and leaving God to 
think for him.” This is what we have 
to do. We cannot plan, we cannot over- 
come the difficulties. God can. 

What can we do about fear? If fear 
comes we can take it to the Lord, and 
this will be our experience: “I sought 
the Lord, and he heard me, and de- 
livered me from all my fears” (Psa. 34: 
4). If God is all that Christ said He 
is, then there is no reason for fear. 
All our fear is settled as we trust.in 
Christ. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee” 
(Isa. 26:3). 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 15. 


“FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH" 


Acts 6; 7; printed text, 6:8-15; 7:54-60 
Golden Text.—Be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.—Rev. 2:10 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 6:8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the people. 

9 Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is 
called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and 
Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing 
with Stephen. 

10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the 
spirit by.which he spake. sf 

11 Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard 
him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against 
God. 

12 And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the 
scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought 
him to the council, 

13 And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth 
not ‘to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and 
the law: 

14 For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth 
shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which 
Moses delivered us. 

15 And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
TEPHEN (a crown, Greek) was the 
first Christian martyr (a witness, 


Greek). His death did not make 


cles among the people.” 
of grace”—the result of his being filled 
with the Spirit (cf. 6:5). 
one of the seven men chosen to assist 
the apostles (cf. 6:3). 
among the needy saints, he must have 
had many chances to perform miracles 


him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel, 


Chap. 7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut to 
the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth 

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up sted- 
fastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God, : 

56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of man standing on the right hand of God. 

57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped 
their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 

58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the 
witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, 
whose name was Saul. 

59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by, Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


ve we 


Literally, “full the populace of Jerusalem was aroused 
and joined forces with the Sanhedrin 
against a Christian. Unable to refute 
Stephen’s words, the crowd rushed 
upon him, seized him, and dragged 
him to the religious court. 


Verse 13.—“. . . set up false witnesses, 


Stephen was 


As he moved 


him a martyr; it proved him to be a of healing. . : which said, This man ceaseth not to 
martyr, a faithful witness unto death. _ Verse 9—“... there arose certain of speak blasphemous words against this 

His stoning was both a climax and a ‘he synagogue . . . of the Libertines holy place, and the law” (cf. Matt. 26: 
commencement. It was the climax of a --- Cy7Tenians... Alexandrians...of 60, 61). These false witnesses were 


series of dramatic events. The blood- 
thirsty leaders of the Jews stirred up a 
mob, haled Stephen to the Sanhedrin, 
falsely slandered him, and ‘were stung 
to the quick by his heroic defense. 
They accused him of attacking Moses 
and the Law. In reply he made it 
clear that he respected the great law- 
giver, but that Moses himself had pre- 
dicted the advent of Christ (Acts 7:37). 
They accused him, too, of opposition to 
the Temple; he pointed out that the 


Stephen.” 


“Alexandrians” 


Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with 
Jerusalem was dotted with 
Hebrew houses of worship. 
different regions often had their own 
synagogues in the capital. 
were descendants of Hebrews captured 
by the Roman Pompey in 63 B.C. and 
later “liberated”; “Cyrenians” were from 
Cyrene, a Greek colony in North Africa; 
were from the coastal 
African city of that name. 
in southeastern Asia Minor (called here 


clever fellows. They twisted truth just 
enough to transform it into blasphemy! 
A new accusation against Stephen was 
added: he had avowedly attacked the 
holy Temple of the Jews. 


Verse 14—*“. . . we have heard him 
say, that... Jesus ... shall destroy 
this place . . . change the customs which 
Moses delivered us.” Stephen may have 
quoted our Lord’s words (John 2:19). 
But his assailants distorted his remarks, 
gave them a wrong context, and used 


Jews of 


“Libertines” 


Cilicia was 


infinite God could not be confined to Asia). them as a weapon against him (cf. Matt. 
the limits of any sanctuary (Acts 7: Verse 10.—“. .. they were not able to 27:40). 
48-50). But the Jews refused to listen. resist the wisdom and the spirit by Verse 15.—* all that sat in the 


They bore down upon Stephen and mer- 
cilessly crushed his body to death. 

His stoning was also the commence- 
ment of a campaign of persecution—or- 
ganized, well-planned, and far-reaching 
—against the infant church. Believers 
were scattered throughout Judea and 
Samaria (Acts 8:1). The Jews had 
tasted Christian blood. They were more 
determined than ever to stem the 
swiftly mounting tide of faith. Perse- 
cution resulted in scattering; scattering 
in advance; and thus ultimately the 


which he spake.” 


of the Holy Spirit. 


Verse 11—“. . 


ae 5 aL 
ward.” 


Of course not! Their 
“wisdom” was of this world. His was 


more accurate reading than 


. they suborned men,»- 
which said, We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses, and 
To “suborn” is to “put for- 
Stephen’s enemies hid behind 
the skirts of their wicked agents! 
the two areas of blasphemy cited: 
against Moses (the Law) and against 


council, looking stedfastly on him, saw 
his face as it had been the face of an 
angel.” Stephen’s unruffled countenance 
drew the gaze of his’ audience like a 
magnet. The grace of the Spirit which 
dominated his conduct was revealed in 
his calm, composed demeanor. The 
light of Heaven, to which he was has- 
tening, seemed to play on his face. 
Acts 7:54—“When they heard these 
things, they were cut to the heart... 
gnashed on him with their teeth.” Ste- 


“Withstand” is a 
“resist.” 


Note 


Gospel reached the city of Rome. mc cianaaaites phen’s defense against the charges 
. Verse 12.—*. . . they stirred up the brought against him was eloquent but 

Verse by Verse people ...elders ... scribes ...came extremely pointed (cf. 6:51). The San- 
Acts 6:8.—“. . . Stephen, full of faith upon him... caught him... brought  hedrin, their ‘consciences aroused and 


and power, did great wonders and mira- him to the council.” 


For the first time 








fury gripping their souls, bared the fangs a 
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of their hostility against their innocent 
victim! 

Verse 55.—“But he ... . full of the 
Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
heaven ... saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing on the right hand of 
God...” Stephen’s yieldedness to, and 
consequent infilling by, the Holy Spirit, 
had not changed (cf. 6:3, 5, 8). His up- 
ward gaze kept him unperturbed. Our 
Lord is usually described as seated at 
the right hand of God (eg., Matt. 26: 


_ 64; Eph. 1:20; Heb. 1:3). Here He stands 


to welcome to Glory the spirit of the 
first Christian martyr. 

Verse 56—“ ... said ...I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man 
standing on the right hand of God.” The 
way was paved, as it were, for Ste- 
phen’s abundant entrance into the pres- 
ence of his dear Lord. Note that in 
the four Gospels Christ’s title, “Son of 
man,” is used exclusively by Himself. 
The words have glorious, prophetic 
overtones (cf. Dan. 7:13, 14). Stephen 
uses them as though in a transport of 
rapture. 

Verse 57.—“Then they cried out with 
a loud voice ... stopped their ears... 
ran upon him with one accord .. .” 
The ‘exasperated audience, infuriated 
by Stephen’s insistence that the Lord 
Jesus was now glorified, quickly be- 
came a reckless mob! They shrieked 
with anger, rushed madly upon the man 
of God, and stopped their ears lest they 
hear either his words of defense or his 
cries of pain. A 

Verse 58.—*“. . . cast him out of the 
city ... stoned him .. . the witnesses 
laid down their clothes at a young 
man’s feet... Saul.” Hebrew law de- 
manded (1) that such an execution 
must be outside the city area (Lev. 24: 
14); (2) that witnesses must cast the 
first stones (Deut. 17:7). Stephen’s ly- 
ing defamers removed their outer gar- 
ments for greater ease in destroying 
their enemy. Little did they dream 
that the man at whose feet their cloth- 
ing lay would. become the great apostle 
to the Gentiles. 


Verse 59.—“. . . they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God . saying, Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” The first 
martyr for Christ followed his Lord’s 
example in death (cf. Luke 23:46): he 
commended himself to God. And now 
that his Saviour was in Glory, too, he 
committed his spirit to Him also. 


Verse 60.—“. . he kneeled down 
. . cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge. And... he 
fell asleep.” Like his Saviour, Stephen 
prays for the forgiveness of his exe- 
cutioners (cf. Luke 23:34). “Fell asleep” 


implies a peaceful close to a ghastly. 


experience. Stephen, of course, actually 
died (cf. John.11:11 with 11:13). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Stephen met his fate with beautiful 
composure. The seething mob did not 
disturb him. He prayed for the for- 
giveness of his murderers while be- 
holding his lovely Saviour standing at 
God’s right hand’ to weleeme his de- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


6. November 8.—Supreme Allegiance to 
God (Temperance). ...........---Acts 5:17-42 


Next Week’s Lesson 


8. November 22.—Philip, Willing Evan- 
gelist. Acts 8 











His coolness in the face of danger 
was striking; the seething throng failed 
to raise his spiritual temperature. His 
consistency in the midst of confusion 
was remarkable: he met his assailants 
with unhurried logic. His courage was 
unsurpassed: he denounced the enemies 
of the Lord fearlessly. His charity was 
touching: he prayed for his execution- 
ers. His countenance was angelic in a 
sea of angry faces. 

Stephen had mastered a secret that 
all of God’s people should learn. He 
knew that Christ dwells in the hearts 
of His own. He never leaves nor for- 
sakes them. Though circumstances 
may threaten to blast their hopes, He 
lives within to bless. Men may oppress 
or misunderstand or ridicule, but the 
Lord Jesus can keep His dear ones in 
perfect peace. 

Serenity of soul does not depend on 
surroundings, but on the Son of God. 
Imperturbability is the portion of those 
who are walking quietly with their 
Saviour. Calmness of heart belongs to 
those who trust their Lord implicitly 
and forever. Tranquillity is the herit- 
age of those who, like Stephen, are 


* yielded to, and therefore filled with, 


the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 6:5). 


Topics for Development 

Early Church Organization. After 
Pentecost the rapidly growing church 
had “growing pains.” Did the apostles 
organize themselves into committees to 
feed and take care of the new Chris- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. * 


ETWEEN what two racial groups 
among the early believers did con- 
tention arise? 

2. To what two spiritual duties were 
the apostles. determined to dedicate 
themselves? 

3. Name two characteristics of the 
new deacons. 

4. Name three charges laid against 
Stephen. 

5. How do we know that Stephen 
was composed even under attack? 

6. Why does Stephen devote so much 
time in his defense to discussing Moses? 
(7: 2-36.) 

7. What do the words Stephen and 
martyr mean? 

8. What did Stephen behold in Glory 
as he was about to die? 

9. Why did the stoning take place 
outside the city, and why did the wit- 
nesses remove their outer garments? 

10. Who was this young man named 
Saul? (v. 58.) 


(Answers on page 836) 
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tians? Did they call a retreat to study 
race relations? No. They determined 
to carry forward the basic function of 
church leaders: prayer and “the min- 
istry of the word” (6:4). Let all ec- 
clesiastical powers remember that. 

But this did not mean that the needs 
of the people were neglected. Men - 
were chosen to “serve tables,” i.e., to 
aid those who needed supplies and 
assistance. But note that these “serv- 
ers” (deacons) were not simply men 
who were unselfish and understood 
arithmetic! They were honest and 
wise, of course, but they were also “full 
of the Holy Ghost” (6:3). Should not 
every church organization search out 
this type of leadership? 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Selection of the first deacons (Acts 
6: 1-7). 

2. Stephen’s miraculous testimony and 
arrest (6:8 to 7:1). 

3. Stephen’s defense and martyrdom. (7: 
2-60). 

Practical Applications 

Christian workers, let not your mem- 
bership on multiplied committees, no 
matter how useful these are, keep you 
from prayer and the Word. 

A church will grow in proportion 
to the working of the Holy Spirit in 
exalting Christ in and through its mem- 
bers. 

Stephen’s introductory words (7:2- 
36) are a masterpiece. He was at home 
in Hebrew history and used his knowl- 
edge to gain a hearing. Let us pray 
for tact in approaching people with the 
good news of salvation. 

Never let the mad impulses of your 
heart force you to stop the ears of your 
soul when the Holy Spirit gently re- 
minds and convicts you of sin. 

Like his Lord, Stephen forgave his 
adversaries even in the hour of death. 
How much more should we forgive 
those who would hurt us! 

Calmness, serenity, composure: are 
these what you desire? Gaze again 
upon Stephen’s angelic face. 


Golden Text 

Rev. 2:10—“Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life.” Faith in Christ is the condition 
of salvation. Faithfulness to Christ— 
loyal, trusting, sustained devotion to our 
Lord—must characterize us throughout 
life. Enemies may confront us. They 
may deprive us of goods, kindred, and 
even of life itself. But the rewards 
Christ brings for us at His coming (cf. 
Rev. 22:12) are everlasting. 


Menta, Pa. 
b 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Stephen, full of faith [or grace] 
and power...” (Acts 6:8).—What a re- 
markable disciple Stephen was! It is 
written of the Lord Jesus that he was 
“full of grace” (John 1:14). ‘The same 
thing is said of Stephen. Peter pre- 
sented the Lord Jesus to the men of 
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Israel as “a man approved of God among 
you by miracles and wonders and signs” 
(Acts 2:22). The Holy Spirit informs 
us that Stephen “did great wonders 
and miracles among the people.” 

When the Lord Jesus was maltreated, 
He prayed, “Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do” (Luke 
23:34). While Stephen was being 
stoned, he kneeled down and with a 
loud voice cried, “Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge.” When our Lord’s 
atoning work was finished, He said, 
“Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit” (Luke 23:46). And when Ste- 
phen’s testimony was finished, he said, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

The first missionary to Japan, during 
his service in the Land of the Rising 
Sun, was brought into touch with mem- 
bers of the royal house of that country. 
During one of his furloughs in Eng- 
land, he was visited in his apartment 
by some members of the Emperor’s 
family who were touring Europe. They 
chatted for perhaps an hour and then 
left. 

Later in the day, another group from 
Japan called. “Oh,” one of them ex- 
claimed, “you have been entertaining 
royalty here today.” “What makes you 
think so?” the missionary queried. 
“Why, there is a perfume manufactured 
in our country for the exclusive use of 
the royal family. No one else is al- 
lowed to use it; and its fragrant odor is 
in evidence in this apartment, so that 
we can tell you have had members of 
the royal house to visit you here.” 

Do we who are members of the royal 
family of Heaven leave behind a fra- 
grance that bespeaks the sweet savor of 
Christ, the King of Glory? 


“Then there arose certain of the syna- 
gogue disputing with Stephen” 
(Acts 6:9).—The brighter one shines 
for Christ the more marked he becomes 
for persecution by Satan and his emis- 
saries. 

It is not to be expected that the 
enemy would allow a man “of honest 
report,” “full of the Holy Ghost” and 
wisdom, a man “full of faith and power,” 
like Stephen, to carry on uninterrup- 
tedly for his Lord and Saviour. 

Being unable themselves to resist the 
wisdom and the spirit by which he 
spake, they hired men who said they 
heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses and against God. 

Hiring false witnesses to testify 
against the innocent was an ancient 
trick (1 Kings 21:10). They were em- 
ployed against the Lord Himself (Matt. 
26:59-62). Satan never séems to learn 
that persecution against the truth is det- 
rimental to his cause. ' 

“It has become a settled principle 
that nothing which is good and true 
can be destroyed by persecution, but 
that the effect ultimately is to establish 
more firmly, and to spread more widely, 
that. which it was designed to over- 
throw. It has long since passed into a 
proverb that the blood of the martyrs 
is the seed’ of the church” (Albert 
Barnes). 


“And all... saw his face as it had 
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been the facé of an angel” (Acts 6:15). 
—These persecutors boasted that they 
were disciples of Moses. What they 
saw in Stephen’s face should have 
caused them to recall the incident when 
Israel saw the face of Moses, that the 
skin of Moses’ face shone when he 
came down from Mount Sinai (Exod. 


34: 29-35). The Law was given “by the 
disposition of angels.” If Stephen had 
spoken blasphemous words against 


Moses and against God, his face would 
not have been like. that of an angel. 


“When they heard these things... 
they gnashed on him with their teeth” 
(Acts 7:54).—The title given to Acts 7 
in many of our Bibles is “Stephen’s 
Defense.” It would be more correct to 
caption it: “Stephen, as Judge, Passes 
Sentence on the Nation.” Nowhere in 
the chapter does he plead for himself. 
He reminds the representatives of the 
nation that they rejected Joseph, Moses, 
the prophets, the Lord Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit. He does not fear to call 
them “stiffnecked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears,” resisters, “betrayers 
and murderers.” 

“And they stoned Stephen, calling 
upon God...” (Acts 7:59).—His faith- 
ful testimony cost him his life. He 
sealed his .witness with his blood and 
became Christianity’s first martyr. 

“... be thou faithful unto death, and 
I will give thee a crown of life” (Rev. 
2:10)—The name, Stephen, means 
“crown.” It is a satisfaction to know 
he has earned the martyr’s crown. We 
rejoice with him and with all who have 
earned that crown—some of whom we 
knew personally, such as some of the 
young men who were killed by the 
Auca Indians. 


Am I a soldier of the cross, 
A follower of the Lamb, 
And shall I fear to own His cause, 
Or blush to speak His name? 
—lIsaac Watts 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” 
“Pight ‘the Good Fight” 
“Faith of Our Fathers! Living Still’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast sent Thy Son into 
the world that we might live through 
Him, we thank Thee that the certainty 
of their eternal life and of the heavenly 
Home have kept Thy martyrs and suf- 
fering servants faithful through great 
trials, even through death itself. For 
all who, like Stephen, have laid down 
their lives for Christ and the Gospel, 
we give Thee thanks. For those who 
now suffer as servants of the Saviour 
we pray. Uphold them that they may 
remain true to Thee. Release them 
from their sufferings and use their testi- 
mony to turn many to Thyself. To us 
give the faith, resolution, courage, and 
strength to obey God rather than His 
enemies. Speed the taking of the Gos- 


pel_to all people everywhere and show 
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us how we may help make Christ 
known. Forgive our sins; purify our 
hearts; direct .us into Thy way that 
our lives may serve Thy will. To sick, 
troubled, and needy ones grant special 
mercies and to our perplexed and im- 
periled world grant the coming of Thy 
kingdom’s triumph, doing all we ask 
for Christ’s sake and glory. Amen, 


After thé Lesson—As Christians we 
are to live for Him who died for us. 
In doing it we run the risk of suffering 
for Him. Some, like Stephen, even 


Wit oe FAITHFUL IN wocs 


must die for Him who died for us, 
Certainly all of us are called to be 
faithful unto death; true to our Lord 
till we die; true to Him even if that 
means death. We need to be settled in 
mind and purpose that we will hold 
true to Christ, cost what it may. 

Some years ago in Angola, an earnest 
African Christian named Julio was 
conscripted to work on a cocoa plan- 
tation: There he found fifty other Afri- 
can Christians and he gathered them 
together for praise, prayer, and Bible 
study. When the manager learned this, 
he beat the man severely, saying there 
should be no such meetings on the plan- 
tation. But the next Sunday Julio 
again. held a service, and this brought 
him both a beating and four months in 
jail. After serving the jail sentence 
Julio went back and said to the man- 
ager: “I have come back to work, and 
I am going to lead worship services. 
You can beat me or imprison me; but, 
unless you kill me, I'll keep on teach- 
ing and preaching.” In face of such 
fearless determination the manager 
grudgingly said; “Go ahead and preach.” 
Let us pray for fearless resolution in 
living for Christ. Often it will win re- 
‘spect and co-operation and even when 
we meet opposition, God will see us 
through and make our trials serve some 
good end. 


CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let me introduce you to 

the Man With the Telescope Eye. 
The key word to Stephen is “I see.” Far- 
seeing was the big factor in making one 
of the most remarkable careers re- 
corded in the Bible and in all history. 
Stephen was great, not only because of 


_ what he did in his short lifetime and in 


his death, but because of the first wide- 
spread proclamation of the Gospel 
which spread from his martyrdom. (See 
Acts 11:19.) 

Stephen had a backbone like a steel 
mainmast and the punch of a pile 
driver. He could never have had either 
without his telescopic eye. The writer 
to the Hebrews said that Moses for 
steadfastness was “like one who saw 


the King Invisible: he never flinched” — 
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_ Happy.” As you listen to her story, see 
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(Moffatt’s translation of Heb. 11:27). 
The same was equally true of Stephen. 
Oh, what an eye for seeing had Stephen! 
Straight over the heads of scowling 
priests and angry accusers, Stephen 
gazed through the gates of Heaven and 
saw Jesus standing at the right hand of 

God. The great 200-inch telescope on 
Mount Palomar cannot do that. And 
his ears were as good as his eyes, for 
there were ringing in them, far louder 
than the threats of the mob, Jesus’ own 
words, “Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” 

Stephen saw so much and heard so 
much that he was able to hurl every 
bolt of his message into the gnashing 
teeth of his murderers; yes, all that— 
and with a face radiant in the reflected 
glory of God’s throne he capped the 
whole supérb performance with a 
prayer for forgiveness of every wicked 
hand that threw a stone at him. 

That was Stephen, fellows. He was a 
topnotcher because he could see far. 
Call the roll of those great minds and 
great souls who have done things to 
make the ‘world see more clearly and 
live a better life, and you will find they 
were farseeing ones. They somehow 
saw possibilities in’ the elements about 
them which others passed without not- 
ing. Their eyes were not so glued to 
the material things, the temporary 
pleasures—things which perish with the 
using—but were lifted up to see beyond; 
and they endured and wrought and 
waited until faith and vision were re- 
warded, or else in passing out be- 
queathed to the world a fresh thought 
with the life germ in it. 

Measure your horizon, fellows. How 
far can you see? Can you see over 
your stomach, or the clothes on your 
back, or your desire for the brief grati- 
fication of the present? Can you look 
up and out and beyond these to the 
great eternal things that are worth 
while? You know what I’m talking 
about. Listen: train your vision; look 
into the distance. Turn the light of 
God’s Word on it. It will radically 
change your present program—change 
it for something vastly better. 

There is just one sovereign objective 
in a wise, farsighted life plan. The ob- 
jective is Jesus Christ. Yes, fellows, 
Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God—and better still, Jesus also stand- 
ing by your side, even to the end of 
the world. Fix your eye on Him. Then 
you, too, will be like one seeing “the 
King Invisible,” and never flinching— 


‘ accomplishing God’s will in your life, 


and crowning it all with the spirit that 
giving you 
power among men. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


S SOON as we have learned He- 
brews 6:7, Vivian will tell the story 
we studied last. week, “Beaten, but 
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if you can tell which part is the intro- 
duction, what are the main events, 
where the climax comes, and what is 
the conclusion. 

She did well, didn’t she? Her con- 
clusion came quickly after the climax, 
as it should. 

Today we study Acts 6 and 7. As we 
read Acts 6 we will answer the follow- 
ing questions: (1) Why did the Grecian 
Jews murmur against the Hebrew Jews? 
(2) Who are meant by “the Twelve”? 
(3) What did they ask the other be- 
lievers to do? (4) What sort of people 
were they to choose to “serve tables”? 
(5) How many men did they choose? 
(6) What was Stephen full of? (7) 
What did he do? (8) What could his 
enemies not resist? -(9) What did the 
false witnesses say about him? (10) 
What remarkable thing did they notice 
about Stephen at his trial? 

We will not have time to read all of 
Acts 7, so I will have to tell you the 
answer to the first two questions on 
this chapter. (1) What did Stephen 
talk about when he was on trial for his 
life? Answer: He did not talk about 
the lies of the false witnesses, but about 
the history of the Jews as given in the 
Old Testament, in this way leading up 
to telling them \of Christ. (2) Name 
five Bible characters he mentioned in 
his sermon. Answer: Abraham, Joseph, 
Moses, Aaron,» David, Solomon. See if 
you can answer the next four questions 
from’ memory: (3) Which of these men 
left his native land and went to another 
country at God’s command? (4) Which 
one was sold as a slave into Egypt? 
(5) Which one was called by God at a 
burning bush? (6) Which one built 
the Temple? 

We will answer the last four ques- 
tions as we read Acts 7:51-60: (7) What 
made the members of the council so 
angry? (8) When Stephen looked up 
to Heaven, what did he see? (9) What 
did Stephen’s enemies do to him? (10) 
What was Stephen’s last prayer? 

Here is a review story for someone 
to tell next Sunday (I hand the volun- 
teer a typewritten copy of this story, 
then proceed with the lesson for the 
day). 


STEPHEN, THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR 


The first discontent in the early 
church came because the Greek Jews 
thought that the Judean widows were 
given preference over theirs, when re- 
lief was handed out. 

When the apostles heard this, they 
suggested that the church choose seven 
wise, honest men, who were full of the 
Holy Spirit, to see that everyone got 
her fair share. One of the seven was 
Stephen. Although chosen to see that 
food was portioned out fairly, he also 
preached the Gospel and did miracles. 
Different Jewish leaders argued with 
him, trying to prove that Jesus was 
not. the Messiah. But Stephen always 
had the best of the argument because 
he was wise, as well as right. The men 
Stephen proved wrong became so angry 
with him that they hired witnesses to 
accuse him falsely. So he was arrested 
and taken to court. While the false wit- 
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nesses were telling lies about him, the 
members of the council watching Ste- 
phen saw that his face shone. with 
heavenly peace like an angel’s. 

When Stephen was given the oppor- 
tunity to speak for himself, instead of 
trying to prove that what the false 
witnesses had said about him was a 
lie, he showed the Jewish council from 
the Scriptures how their ancestors had 
ill-treated Joseph, rejected Moses, and 
persecuted the prophets. Then he told 
them that they had been betrayers and 
murderers of the holy Son of God. He 
told them that, though God_had given 
them the Law, they had not kept it. 

This made Stephen’s enemies so furi- 
ous, they gnashed their teeth at him. 
But he looked stedfastly up to Heaven 
and said, “I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God.” The people started 
yelling, then, stopping their ears; ran 
and dragged him out of the city and 
stoned him to death! His dying words 
were, “Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge.” So the first Christian martyr 
went up in triumph to meet his Lord! 

Some day you and I will see a long 
line of radiant martyrs in Heaven go- 
ing forward to receive their crowns. 
The name Stephen means “a crown,” 
and he will most likely lead that pro- 
cession. How grateful to them we 
should be; for if there had been no 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Acts 6: 8-/0 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communisfn, the Bible. 
We are now. sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 

uests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many- lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 

















Looking for a 


CHRISTIAN 
INVESTMENT? 


Stewardship doesn’t mean giving your 
money away and leaving yourself 
without sufficient income. 


‘SALVATION ARMY 
ANNUITIES 


provide a continuing lifetime income 
for you and also for a survivor if 
desired. Yet you have the joy of 
knowing your money is in the hands 
of a Christian organization. 

The gift will be used to help other 
people find physical and spiritual sus- 
tenance. 

Rates up to 7.4% on a single life 
agreement. Write for details. 
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' THE SALVATION. ARMY 
1 120 West 14th Street, New York 11, N.Y. ! 
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Christian martyrs we might never have 
heard of Christ! It is-those who were 
willing to die for Him who have passed 
on the glorious Gospel message! May 
we be worthy followers of this noble 
band! / 





This quarter we are learning the Scripture 
Catechism Card, ‘Our Works,” 20 cents a dozen. 
Order from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
mn 
For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T IS not always easy to witness for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. No, indeed! 
Not everyone is -hhappy to learn that 
He loves each person so much that He 
died on the cross, taking the punish- 
ment for the sin of the world. There 


' are some, I am sorry to say, that hate 
§ to hear the wonderful Gospel story. 
= Mr. Reed is a missionary to boys and 


girls right here in America. This past 
summer when he was working in Penn- 
sylvania, he had something happen 
which made him very unhappy. Not 
only was he unhappy, but surely the 
Lord Jesus must not have been happy. 

Mr. Reed was at work in a. place 
where there are many who pray to 
Saints and images and to the Virgin 
Mary. They even call her “the mother 
of God.” When Mr. Reed went into their 
town to tell the children that they can 
be sure of going to Heaven by believ- 
ing in and receiving the Son of God as 
their Saviour from sin, the grownups 
were angry. They refused to let their 
children listen to the Gospel. They 
demanded that Mr. Reed leave their 
town. But he could not go. He knew 
that the Lord Jesus had called him 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The answers are on page 833) 


1. Jews of Greek (Hellenistic) culture 
and Palestinian Jews (Acts 6:1). 

2. “To prayer, and to the ministry 
of the word” (v. 4). 

3. Two of the following: Honesty, 
fullness of the Spirit, and wisdom (v. 3). 

4. Three of the following: He had 
avowedly attacked Moses, the Law, the 
customs, God, and the Temple (vv. 11, 
13, 14). 

5. His face was “as it had been the 
face of an angel” (v. 15). 

6. Because he is about to prove that 
Moses, whom the Jews revered, pre- 
dicted the coming of Christ, whom the 
Jews slew (7:37, 52). 

7. A “crown”; a “witness.” 

8. The Lord Jesus “standing on the 
right hand of God” (vv. 55, 56). 

9. The Mosaic Law taught that such 
executions must be away from the pop- 
ulation center, and the witnesses had 
to cast the first stones. 

10. Later known as the Apostle Paul, 
he was the great theologian and mis- 
sionary of the early church. 

MepIA, Pa. 
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there to witness for Him. And wit- 
ness He did. I tell you, Mr. Reed really 
suffered for that. The people ridiculed 
him. They treated him unkindly. But 
with a heart full of love for the Saviour 
and for those for whom He died, Mr, 
Reed stayed for a whole week, telling 
the good news to any who would listen, 
(Teacher: We should pray earnestly 
that we get to the unsaved before the 
Catholics do. They are a very serious 
threat to our beloved land—resorting 
even to threatened stoning!) 

It is not easy to witness for the Lord 
Jesus when everything is in your favor, 
But when everyone hates you and hates 
your message, it is even more difficult 
to witness. It is so today. It was so 
in the long ago. 

Stephen was a Christian. He was not 
afraid to speak for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Not only did he preach but, 
because he was filled with God’s Holy 
Spirit, God caused him to do. many 
miracles. There were some men who, 
because they did not believe the Gos- 
pel, started arguing with Stephen. 
Stephen, instead of arguing with them, 
spoke with great intelligence and spir- 


itual wisdom. Oh, how those who hated - 


the Lord Jesus hated Stephen! They 
got together secretly and decided what 
they would do. 

They whispered certain lies to men 
who probably did not even know Ste- 
phen. They told them to say that they 
had heard Stephen using bad language 
against Moses (whom every Jew re- 
spected) and against God. These men 
told the lies to others and soon the peo- 
ple were angry with Stephen. The 
police arrested him and took him to 
court (the Sanhedrin). They were act- 
ing as if they were giving Stephen a 
fair trial. Instead, the men who ar- 
rested him called for witnesses—wit- 
nesses whom they paid to tell lies about 
Stephen. They were afraid to kill Ste- 
phen outright. They knew that their 
consciences would bother them. So 
they had a make-believe trial (just as 
they had had for the Lord Jesus Christ). 

The lying witnesses stood before the 
court and told their untruths. No one 
made any attempt to understand what 
Stephen had actually said. Nor did 
they try to determine what he really 
meant. Then Stephen spoke. Oh, I 
wish we could have been there that 
day to hear him. He did not try to de- 
fend himself. He never even referred 
to himself! He simply told them the 
main events of their history and of 
God’s dealing with their Jewish an- 
cestors. He showed how they had al- 
ways turned their backs on God and 
on His Holy Spirit. He concluded by 
reminding them that they (the Jews) 
had murdered the prophets who had 
said that the Son of God would come. 
Since then they had murdered the Son 
of God Himself. He charged them (the 
same ones who were charging him!) 
with not obeyirig the Law of God. 

As he spoke, Stephen’s face looked 
like that of an angel to his enemies. 
They could not stand what he said oF 


what they saw. And so they threw 
him outside the city and stoned him, 
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sin upon them—lay 
charge!” Of this you may be certain: 


Stephen never regretted witnessing for 


his Saviour. 
MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Stephen, a Brave Witness 
{Acts 6:8-15; 7:58-60) 
AS it dangerous to be a witness 
for Christ in Peter’s day? What 
happened to Peter and John? Do you 
find dangers when you talk about the 
Lord? But were there rewards that 
made it worth while for Peter and 
John? (Acts 6:7.) Have you received 
rewards yet that made it worth while 
for you? 

Peter and John were not the only 
Christians to suffer. There was Ste- 
phen. Have you read his story? Why 
was he chosen to help give out the re- 
lief food or money to widows? He 
was honest, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and had good common sense (v. 3). 
Being full of God’s Holy Spirit, could 
he keep still about the Lord Jesus? He 
not only talked, but God gave him the 
power to do miracles. He was brought 
to court by men hired to lie about him. 
Wouldn’t that make you “mad”? Not 
Stephen! Instead of being angered by 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


such unfair treatment—well, just look 
at his face in verse 15! 

When Stephen was giver permission 
to tell his side of the. story, he started 
off with Bible stories. You will read 


them this week in chapter 7. Perhaps~ 


our scrapbook committee can find pic- 
tures for them, and you can see how 
many: of Stephen’s Bible stories. you 
can tell next Sunday. You may be 
sure Stephen was telling these stories 
to lead up to the Lord Jesus. But when 
he mentioned that this very court had 
unfairly murdered the perfect One who 
the Bible said would come, they were 
furious. Can you see their angry looks 
and hatred in 7:54? Now look at Ste- 
phen (vv. 55, 56). What a sight he saw! 
They could not stand the thought of 
Jesus’ being with God in Glory. Can 
you see the excitement in the court- 
room as court broke up with a shout 
and a mob-attack on Stephen? (Read 
vv. 57-60.) 

Notice that young man, Saul, who 
stood guard over the long robes that 
the lying witnesses took off that they 
might have their arms free to throw 
stones (v. 58). Stephen’s words, his 
shining face, his forgiving prayer, his 
sight of the Lord Jesus in Heaven must 


‘have made an impression on Saul that 


he could not get away from, till one 
day he, too, became a Christian. He, 
too, was stoned; he faced more than 
one court. In prison he wrote, “I can 
do all things through Christ which 
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strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13, Memory 


Verse). We will have his story later— 
the. missionary whom we call Paul. 

Stephen was the first brave witness 
to give his life for Christ. Do people 
still die to tell about Him? 

Tell of the five young men who gave 
their lives to reach the Auca Indians, 
and of the women who are now living 
among those Indians. There is so much 
material, including pictures, why not 
make the story a continued one, ex- 
tending over several weeks? It may 
be God’s means of stirring some Junior 
hearts to thoughts of God’s work for 
them. I am myself preparing a series 
of stories for a group with a greater 
age span than the usual Sunday school 
class, making flash cards with larger, 
clearer pictures from the magazines and 
supplementing them by pictures from 
general magazines of children engaged 
in the same activities as James (Jim) 
Elliot in childhood. Sources of infor- 
mation and pictures: “Shadow of the . 
Almighty—The Life and Testament of 
Jim Elliot,” by Elisabeth Elliot; 
“Through Gates of Splendor,” by Elisa- 
beth Elliot; “Jungle Pilot,” by Russell 
Hitt (all three published by Harper & 
Bros., New York 16; $3.75 each). The 
Sunday School Times, Feb. 4, 11, 1956; 
Mar. 8, June 21, Sept. 27, Oct. 4, 11, Nov. 
15, Dec. 13, 27, 1958; July 25, 1959. Life, 
Jan. 30, 1956. Reader’s Digest, Aug., 
1956. Eternity, June, 1957. 


Orono, MAINE. 







































Announcing a winter cruise 1960 
West Indies - South America 


The suNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 
WINTER CRUISE on the Canadian Pacific SS 
EMPRESS OF ENGLAND leaving New York 
February 17th, 1960. The cruise will be for 





the tour throughout. 


19 days and include calls at St. Thomas; 
Grenada, Port of Spain, La Guaira, Cur- 
agao, Cristobal, Kingston, Port-au-Prince 
and Havana. Sight-seeing arrangements 
will be completed for this group at the Ports 
of Call. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of 
the Sunday School Times will conduct this 
group. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger.will accompany 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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The Illustration Round Table © 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, he Sunday School Times, 
$25 /N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
~~ be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
What Will Death End for You?—Be 

thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life (Rev. 2:10, Golden 
Text). I was talking to an atheist one 
day, and he said, “I do not believe, Dr. 
Wilson, what you are preaching.” I 
said: “You have told me what you do 
not believe; perhaps you will tell me 
what you do believe.” He replied, “I 
believe that death ends all.” “So do i,” 
I said. “What! You believe deat’ ends 
all?” “I certainly do,” I answered. 
“Death ends all your chance for doing 
evil; death ends all your joy; death 
ends all your projects, all your am- 
bitions, all your friendships; death 
ends all the Gospel you will ever hear; 
death ends it all for you, and you go 
out into the outer darkness. As for my- 
self, death ends all my wanderings, all 
my tears, all my perplexities, all my 
disappointments, all my aches and 
pains; death ends it all, and I go to be 
with my Lord in Glory.” “I never 
thought of it that way,” he said. The 
outcome was that I led that man: to 
Christ just by agreeing with him that 
“death ends ‘all..—From Dr. Walter L. 
Wilson, in Missionary Herald. Sent by 
Thomas H. Young, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


Comparisons.—And Stephen, full of 
faith and power, did great wonders 
and miracles among the people (Acts 
6:8). It amuses me to see an old 
sinner come in and pull out an old, 
lame, and dwarfed member of the 
church, lay him down and measure him, 
and say, “Look here, boys, I am as 
long and as broad and as good as this 
member of the church!” Why don’t 
you go and pick out one of those grand 
old Christians? Because you would 
look like a rat terrier lying by an ele- 
phant.—From Sam P. Jones. Sent by 
the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Convincing Testimony.—They were 
not able to resist the wisdom and the 
spirit by which he spake (Acts 6:10). 
Miguel Aguilera, an outstanding Span- 
ish evangelist, .. . during the brief Re- 
public period, when Spain at last had 
religious freedom, .. . at a meeting of 
two thousand men, . . . was asked to 
speak on anything but religion. Quite 
frankly, if he mentioned that subject 
he would be stoned! He started in by 
Saying, “You tell me that if I speak on 
religion you will stone me: well, get 
your stones ready, for I cannot speak 
of anything else.” Then he went on to 
tell them that what they knew as re- 
ligion was not the religion of Christ, 
and he ended with the story of his con- 
version. He held them spellbound for 
over an hour, and when he closed there 
was complete silence for a few minutes, 
then a roar of applause—From Ernest 
Gordon, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


» Persecution’s Blessing—And they 
stirred up the people, and the elders, 
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and the scribes, and came upon him, 
and caught him, and brought him to 
the council (Acts 6:12). The dandelion 
is a common weed, despised by many, 
yet it has unusual endurance. The dan- 
delion forms a beautiful seed ball- of 
pearly fluff. Then a windstorm comes 
along and dashes the lovely little sphere 
to pieces. That might well be the end 
of the dandelion’s existence. Instead, 
it is the beginning. Each seed is 
covered with tiny hooks that anchor 
the seed where it falls and hold it in 
place until it roots and sprouts a new 
plant. The early Christians were op- 
posed by the Jewish leaders of Jeru- 
salem. Cruel storms of persecution 
scattered the members throughout the 
country, but they preached the Gospel 
wherever they went, and started new 
Christian groups. The storm that was 
meant to destroy the church only 
spread it more widely—From Earnest 
Worker. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Reflected Glory.—And saw the glory 
of God, and Jesus (Acts 7:55). The 
goldsmith is never far away when the 
gold is in the furnace.—From the Brit- 
ish Weekly. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. : 


What Must the Right Side Be Like? 
—Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God (Acts 7:56). Only 
recently the editor stood on the shore 
of Tampa Bay and looked up into the 
sapphire heavens, with stars glistening 
like diamonds, and seemingly almost 
within reach. His mind was filled with 
the wonder of it, and he thought of the 
little city girl who, in the country for 
the first time, saw the-night sky. “Oh, 
Mother!” she exclaimed, “if Heaven is 
so beautiful on the wrong side, what 
must it be like on the right side?”— 
From The Pilgrim. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Dying as He Lived.—They stoned 
Stephen, calling upon God (Acts 7:59). 
Stephen died praying. Why? Because 
he lived praying!—Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, November 15 


3. Luke—Exacting Historian 
(Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-4) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS is the third and last topic to be 

considered under the general head- 
ing, “Contributors to the New Testa- 
ment,” and it brings us to Luke, the 
writer of the Gospel that bears _his 
name and also of the Book of the Acts 
of the Apostles, or, as some term it, the 
Book of the Acts of the Holy Spirit. 









| / ' 
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Luke does not name himself as the | 


author of either of these two books. In 
fact, he does not even use the first per- 
son singular pronoun beyond the pref- 
aces (1:;1-4; Acts 1:1, 2). . Nevertheless, 
Luke has universally been accepted ag 
the author of this third Gospel and of 
the Book of Acts, which is its sequel, 


_ The two earliest witnesses to his au- 


thorship are Irenaeus, one of the early 
Church Fathers, and the so-called Mu- 
ratorian Fragment. Irenaeus acknowl- 
edges Luke’s Gospel as being one of the 
four, and the Muratorian Fragment 
mentions Luke’s Gospel as being the 
third, stating, “Luke, the physician, 
after the ascension of Christ, when St. 
Paul had chosen him, as being jealous 
of what was just and right, wrote in 
his own name, and it seemed good to: 
him. Yet he himself did not see the 
Lord in the flesh, and did what he did 
as he could best attain to it, and so he 
began his narrative from the birth of 
John.” 


se 


Our knowledge of Luke, or Lucas, is 
very meager. Paul speaks of him in 
Colossians 4:14 as “Luke, the beloved 
physician.” During his imprisonment 
in Rome, Paul wrote to Timothy, “Only 
Luke is with me” (2 Tim. 4:11). In 
Philemon 24 Paul mentions “Lucas, my 
fellow labourer.” He is not to be con- 
fused with the Lucius of Acts 13:1 or 
Romans 16: 21. 


ye 

It is generally believed that Luke was 
possibly of Palestinian ancestry but a 
Jew of the dispersion, and tradition 
places him as a native of Antioch. 
Some Bible students, however, argue 
from Colossians 4:14 that Luke was a 
Gentile Christian, and, if this is cor- 
rect, he was the only non-Jewish writer 
of any of the New Testament books. 


we 

It seems clear from Acts 16:10 that 
Luke joined Paul at Troas on Paul’s 
second missionary journey, this fact be- 
ing indicated by the use of the. pronoun 
“we” in contrast to the “they” of earlier 
verses, and that he continued with Paul 
as far as Philippi. Several years later, 
it would seem, Luke rejoined Paul’s 
party and accompanied him to Jeru- 
salem and later to Rome (Acts 20:5, 6; 
21:15; ‘27:4; 28:16; 2. Tim. 4:11)..- Toe 
dition says that he preached in Italy, 
Gaul, Dalmatia, and Macedonia, and 
that he was a painter as .well as a phy- 
sician. He is said to have lived to the 
age of 84. One account says he was 
crucified on an olive tree at Elaea in 
the Peloponnesus, while another story 
states that he died a natural death in 
Bithynia. 

4 


Luke’s writings are characterized by 
the beauty of his language, the purity 
of his Greek, the exacting detail of his 
descriptions, the accuracy of his geo- 
graphical terms, and the continuity of 
the events that he describes. His care- 


ful descriptions of illnesses and phy- 
sical ailments testify to his medical 
knowledge. He uses terms that a phy- 
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.of the Holy Spirit in your life? 

















sician would. employ and that would 
not be likely to be used by a layman. 
For example, when he speaks of the 
healing of “Simon’s wife’s mother” 
(Luke 4:38, 39), Luke says that she 
“was taken with a great fever,” whereas 
both Matthew and Mark merely say 
“fever.” It is known that physicians 
of Luke’s day. distinguished fevers by 
the terms “great” and “lesser.” Luke 
accurately identifies the ailment that 
Peter’s wife’s mother had. Likewise in 
the healing of the man with the 
withered hand (Luke 6:6), he notes 
that it was the “right hand” that was 
withered, an observation that a medical 
man would make. In the case of the 
man who sat at the beautiful gate and 
begged alms of Peter and John (Luke 
$:1-8), Luke uses medical language to 
describe the seat of the man’s trouble 
in his “feet” and “ankle bones” and 
notes that his disease was congenital. 
There are many other such details that 
a doctor would note but an ordinary 
writer would not consider necessary. 


bd 


We saw last week that Mark por- 
trayed the Lord Jesus as God’s suffer- 
ing Servant. Luke pictures Christ as 
the divine Son of man who had come 
“to seek and to save that which was 
lost” (19:10). .He tells Theophilus, 
whom he addresses in the beginning of 
his Gospel, that he was writing these 
things, “that thou mightest know the 
certainty of those things, wherein thou 
hast been instructed” (1:4), concerning 
what the Lord Jesus did and taught. 
In the Book of Acts, Luke goes on to 
set forth the “infallible proofs” con- 
cerning the resurrected Lord and the 
gift of and ministry of the Holy Spirit 
whom He sent after His ascension to 
the Father. Are you convinced of the 
certainty of these things and are you 
profiting by and enjoying the power 
The 
Lord Jesus has given you this “one 
called alongside to help” throughout 
your earthly life. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


bd 


A Nine-Year-Old Witness 
(Continued from second page) 


her heathen father forbade her to come 
hear the ‘white man’s school.’ He even 
threatened to beat her, and warned 
her that the evil spirits would get her 
if she came to our meetings. But she 
kept right on coming—and he did beat 
her cruelly. He told her he would 
Send her off into the forest if she didn’t 
Stop coming. 

“For four years he kept whipping 
and threatening Shabu, but all the 
while she was learning more and more 
Gospel choruses and more and more 
Scripture verses. She also earned a 
New Testament for herself as an award 
for Bible memory work. How she did 
love that Book which she called ‘God’s 
Book’ as she hugged it to her! 

“Then when she was about nine years 
old her father took her away, ever so 
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far away, three days’. journey, to a 
village where his mother who was also 
a heathen, lived. He didn’t even let 
Shabu come to bid me ‘Good-by.’ She 
always called me her ‘White Mother,’ 
and I am sure she loved me. I know I 
loved her and missed her very much. 
He told his old pagan mother that he 
was going to leave Shabu with her un- 
til she was ready to be married, and 
then he would come for her.” 


(To be continued) 


ve 


Why Liberals Discredit Creeds 
(Continued from page 831) 


be mindful of the words which were 
spoken before by the holy prophets, and 
of the commandment of us the apostles 
of the Lord and Saviour” (2 Pet. 3:1, 2). 

Paul says (1 Cor. 2:13), “Which things 
also we speak, not in the words which 
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth.” 

“Even as our beloved brother Paul 
also according to the wisdom given unto 
him hath written unto you; as also in all 
his’ epistles, speaking in them of these 
things; in which are some things hard 
to be understood, which they that are 
unlearned and unstable wrest, as they 
do also the other scriptures, unto their 
own destruction” (2 Pet. 3: 15-17). 


(To be concluded) 


ye 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia. 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Jungle Pilot—The Life and Witness 
of Nate Saint. By Russell T. Hitt. 
(Harper & Bros., New York 16; $3.75.) 
When the five young missionaries at- 
tempted to take the Gospel to the Au- 
cas in January, 1956, it was Nate Saint 
who piloted the little plane carrying 
men and supplies. He became one of 
the martyrs on Sunday, January 8. 

Drawing largely on Nate’s own writ- 
ings, Russell Hitt, editor of Eternity, 
has told well and vividly the life story 
of this ingenious, consecrated, industri- 
ous, and skillful missionary aviator. 
His strong Christian character, marked 
by conscientiousness and strict honesty, 
grew out of the Biblical home training 
given him and his six brothers and one 
sister by their. parents Katherine and 
Lawrence Saint. As a boy, Nate loved 
to tinker with machines and he had his 
heart set on being a pilot. He was kept 
from becoming an Army flier by a 
boyhood attack of osteomyelitis, but in 
the Army he got valuable training as an 
airplane mechanic which proved to be 
most useful when he later joined the 
Missionary Aviation Fellowship. He 
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was crushed by the decision of the 
Army doctors, but as he surrendered 
the disappointment to the Lord he grew 
rapidly in grace and the knowledge of 
Himself. While in the Army he was a 
cheerful and persistent witness for 
Christ, winning other fellows to Him. 
He had several narrow escapes, includ- 
ing a mountain climb in a snowstorm 
in the Yosemite and a plane crash in 
Quito, Ecuador. The story of his love 
for and marriage to Marjorie Farris is 
delightful. She was -a trained nurse 
and became a skillful radio operator on 
the jungle network. Together they es- 
tablished the large, hospitable home at 
Shell Mera, which became a stopping 
place for missionaries and visitors and 
a supply and communications center 
for the jungle stations. It was Nate 
with his plane who made possible the 
expedition to the Aucas, and the last 
two chapters tell of “Operation Auca” 
and the martyrdom. In the epilogue 
there is a beautiful letter from Marj 
Saint to her three children. 

Nate’s letters to his family and 
friends contained humor, vivid descrip- 
tions of what he saw and heard in his 
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Army and missionary life, and many 
challenging comments on the Christian 
life. Mr. Hitt has woven together co- 
pious quotations from Nate’s writings 
and the facts of his life—gathered from 
many sources over months of research 
—into a thoroughly readable narrative 
which at the same time is full of help- 
ful spiritual lessons. The reader will 
not soon forget the living picture of a 
loving and appreciative son, a growing 
boy with a sunny disposition, a soldier 
who enjoyed Army life, an ingenious 
airman, and a loving Christian husband 
and father. 
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Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1960 


F; LAST year, you were one of those 

who wished that they had remem- 
bered to send in their orders for Scrip- 
ture Art Calendars before it was too 
late, perhaps you will be glad to have 
this early reminder that the calendars 
for 1960 are now ready for mailing. 

Many Sunday school teachers like 
these Scripture Art Calendars for use in 
the home and in the classroom because 
they supply convenient information 
about coming Sunday school lessons and 
because they show full-color reproduc- 
tions of famous paintings that tie in 
with the lesson being studied. These 
reproductions are suitable for framing 
and for prominent display in the class- 
room as aids to teaching. And the cal- 
endars make inexpensive yet welcome 
gifts for friends and class members. 

But there are many other features 
that make Scripture Art Calendars espe- 
cially desirable in the home. In addition 
to information about the International 
Uniform Lesson for each Sunday through 
the year, Scripture verses are given for 
each day of the week, with the words 
of Christ in red, and the memory 
selection from each week’s Uniform Les- 
son is given on Saturdays. To encourage 
daily Bible reading, Scripture references 
are shown for the month, day by day, 
following the selections of the American 
Bible Society. 

The large calendar blocks for each 
month of the year show Sundays and 
holidays in red, and are accompanied 
by small blocks of the preceding and 
following months, and also give the 
moon’s phases. 

Full-color reproductions of Bible 
scenes, in the 1960 calendar, include a 
large cover picture, “Jesus Welcomes 
the Children,” by Anderson; “Paul Be- 
fore Festus,” by Lange; “The Resur- 
rection,” by Hofmann. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. They are 
moderately priced—35 cents each; 3 for 
$1; 12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 
100 for $22. Prices for larger quantities 
may be had upon request: Just ask for 
the 1960 Scripture Art Calendar, and 
forward your order, with your name 
and address and remittance to: The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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November 9 to 15 


Mon.—Acts 6:5-15. 
A Man of Faith and Power. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Let all church officers study carefully 
the qualities of the: original officers in 
the first Christian churches founded by 
Peter, Paul, and other apostles. And 
let all ministers be very careful before 
church elections to read to the people 
the qualifications God requires in men 
who become leaders in Christian con- 
gregations. Recognize Christ as “head 
over all things to the church.” This is 
the first requirement in church govern- 
ment (see Eph. 1:22; 4:15; Col. 1:18; 2: 
19). The better led of God the men 
at the head of the church work are, the 
better fed will be the people in the 
congregation. Pray for Multnomah 
School of the Bible, Portland, Oreg. 


Tues.—Acts 7:44-53. Stephen’s Defense. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye stiffnecked 
and uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: 
as your fathers did, so do ye.” Stephen, 
guided by the Spirit, made his defense 
before the Sanhedrin. He _ brought 
down the wrath of the council and the 
audience upon him when he made the 
God-guided application of God’s truth 
to those murderers of Christ. Spirit- 
filled servants are bold for God-in their 
love-filled statements of truth. It. still 
costs men something to tell sinners of 
their duty to God. Stand up for Jesus 
as good soldiers of the cross. Pray for 
Ft. Wayne Bible College, Ft. Wayne, 
Ind. 


Wed.—Acts 7:54-60. 
The First Christian Martyr. 


PrRaYER SvuGGEsTIons: “They stoned 
Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And when he had said this, 
he fell asleep.” This is a great lesson 
to all Christians. When you pass from 
this scene, leave behind you what will 
bless and enrich the lives of others. 
The last act of the believer is of great 
importance. Pray for Montana Insti- 
tute of the Bible, Billings, Mont. 


Thurs.—Matthew 10:16-20. 
The Martyr’s Counsellor. 


Prayer Succestions: “And ye shall 
be brought before governors and kings 
for my sake, for a testimony against 
them and the Gentiles. But when they 
deliver you up, take no thought how or 
what ye shall speak: for it shall be 
given you in that same hour what ye 
shall speak. For it is not ye that 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaketh in you.” Herein lies Stephen’s 
secret of his defense, which will stand 
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out gloriously forever. Proof that the 
Spirit spoke through him appears in 
this place in God’s Word and in its 
influence down the centuries. What 
God directs, fully obey. Pray for Grace 
Bible Institute, Omaha, Nebr. 


Fri—Matthew 10:24-32. 
The Martyr’s Assurance, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able” 
to kill the soul: but rather fear him 
which is able to destroy both soul sz 
body in hell.” The life of the 
must be yielded at the command of 
God. It matters not when or how this 
shall be. All receive notice of a date 
with death. To the child of God it ig 
no calamity “to depart, and be with 
Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 1:23), 
Staying here in this world means more’ 
sorrow and woe. ‘Note the woes of the- 
sinner, “soul and body in hell.” Never 
be ashamed of Christ. Pray for Ceylon” 
and India General Mission, Wheaton, © 
Iu. ‘ 
Sat.—Revelation 2:8-17. a 
The Martyr’s Crown. | 

Prayer Succestions: “Be thou faithful ~ 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown | 
of life.” There is still great suffering — 
in the church in China at this very 
hour. Martyrdom for many is on the | 
divine calendar for the end of this dis- © 
pensation. (See Rev. 6:11; Matt. 2%: @ 
9, 10.) The Book of Martyrs has an- © 
other chapter to be written. The dream © 
of bringing in the millennium by © 
preaching the glorious Gospel is certain © 
to be woefully shattered, as our Lord © 
warns in His predictions. See the pR- — 
ture given in 2 Timothy, chapter 3. Are ~ 
you ashamed to own your Lord and to | 
defend His cause? Test your courage | 
for your Lord and His truth. Pray 
for Southeastern Bible College, Birming 
ham, Ala. 


Sun.—1 Peter 1:3-9. 
Strengthened Through 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye greatly re-7 
joice, though now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through mani- $ 
fold temptations [trials].” Blessed is 
the man whose strength is in God. , 
Storms may break around one and trials ~ 
lay one low, but always to God we may © 
go. We may be brought low: but God © 
will lift us up. “He restoreth my soul.” ~ 
He gives amazing inward strength to © 
endure and triumph. One who knows — 
God can say with Paul, “None of these ©~ 
things move me, neither count I my — 
life dear unto myself, so that I might © 
finish my course with joy, and the min- ~ 
istry, which I have received of the Lord | 
Jesus” (Acts 20:24). Pray for Rocky © 
Mountain Bible Institute, Denver, Colo. — 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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